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Meredith Hooper’s experiences following 
Dr Bill Fraser’s research team as they 
studied Antarctic Peninsula bird life dur¬ 
ing The Ferocious Summer are document¬ 
ed in detail and the decisions behind their 
efforts are given a great deal of attention. 
The story of climate change affecting the 
breeding colonies of Adelie penguins near 
Palmer Station, the United States’ year 
round research presence in Antarctica’s 
west, is presented through anecdotes and 
observations derived from the author’s 
close association with her subject and 
Antarctica in general. The summer of the 
book’s title caused, by various mecha¬ 
nisms, decreased breeding success in many 
Adelie colonies. A more subtle effect on a 
less photogenic species wouldn’t capture 
reader imagination and sympathy in the 
same way. In a way no other book has yet 
achieved. The Ferocious Summer links the 
plight of a cute species with scientific evi¬ 
dence that the problems are due to climate 
change. 

The author waited for research findings 
to be confirmed, with the result that the 
book, arriving on our shelves in 2007, 
missed contributing to the realignment of 
public opinion about climate change that 
occurred in Australia in 2006. However, 
the bleak story of Palmer’s penguins and 
the author’s attention to scientific detail 
should be enough to make dedicated cli¬ 
mate sceptics pay attention, if they can be 
encouraged to read it. 

Readability was where the book fell short 
of my expectations.The author conveyed a 
sense of what it was like to work as part of 
a bird research team well, but other aspects 
of life at Palmer Station received less 
attention than their interest to a general 
audience may have warranted. More 
digression from the constant bird tagging 
and weighing would have been welcome. 
Some aspects of life and work in the far 


south were taken for granted, and this off¬ 
hand manner with situations few people 
encounter isolated me from the author’s 
experiences. The same story may have 
been more readable from someone new to 
the region and struggling for context and 
acceptance, thereby encouraging the reader 
to feel more a part of the story than an out¬ 
sider. The writing occasionally soared but 
this was balanced by some surprisingly 
clumsy sentences from this roundly pub¬ 
lished author. Several obvious errors sug¬ 
gested the editors were not at their best 
when reviewing the work. 
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